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jccted or Sidney was concerned in appears to have
been limited to co-operation in the larger scheme
pushed forward by Raleigh.

Gilbert being dead, Raleigh had acquired a title
to leadership in carrying on his kinsman's work. In
March, 1584, he obtained from Queen Elizabeth a
charter similar to that granted to his half-brother,
and the two small vessels that he sent out before
the end of April, under Captain Amadas and Cap-
tain Barlow, had good fortune. Roanoke was dis-
covered and the colony of Virginia was founded.
In this expedition Sidney apparently had no direct
share, Raleigh prudently keeping it in such small
proportions that the whole management could be in
his own hands. When it was deemed necessary,
however, that the Queen's charter to Raleigh should
be confirmed, and the limits of the new colony de-
fined by Parliament, the matter was on the I4th of
December referred to a committee of which Sidney
was one of the members, Sir Francis Drake being
another. The bill approved by this committee of
the House of Commons was passed on the i8th of
December.

The next year steps were taken to render the
colony prosperous, and in these Sidney evidently had
a considerable share, though we can only guess that
it was his intention, by assisting Raleigh's work, to
prepare for exercising his own rights as a colony-
maker. Of the seven vessels that set sail for Vir-
ginia on the Qth of April, 1585, Sir Richard Grenville
was appointed admiral, and with them went Ralph
Lane to take office as governor on land. Lane, now